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TO:  Pinedale Anticline Work Group 
FROM: Water Resources Task Group 
DATE:  March 2, 2007 
SUBJECT: Minutes of Eighth TG Meeting 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The eighth meeting of the Water Resources Task Group (TG) was held March 2, 2007 
at the Pinedale BLM Office, Pinedale, WY.  The meeting was called to order by TG 
Chair Gene George at 9:05 a.m. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
An Attendance sheet was passed around the room.  Participation is listed below: 
 
TG MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Gene George    Tony Gosar 
Mike Kramer     Jocelyn Moore 
David Russell (speakerphone)  Mark Thiesse 
Darrell Walker 
 
BLM STAFF PRESENT: 
Dennis Doncaster   Merry Gamper  Paul Summers 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 
None 
 
SELF INTRODUCTIONS: 
All participants introduced themselves and stated their affiliations. 
 
MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH TG MEETING: 
Following discussion of the DRAFT minutes, motion made by Darrell Walker with 
second by Mark Thiesse to approve the minutes with the corrections as discussed. 
Motion was approved. 
 
SAMPLING & ANALYSIS PLAN (SAP): 
TG Chair George had prepared a DRAFT revised SAP based on discussion and 
comments of the seventh TG meeting.  Discussion ensued regarding modification of the 
SAP to address WY Department of Environmental Quality Rules (WDEQ) pertaining to 
notification of contamination of wells and immediate reporting. 
 
TG agreed by consensus to add the following text to the DRAFT Revised SAP: 
(Pg. 4); 1.2.1  Add Site # NF 40 to Table 1., Sampling Site Location 
(Pg. 11); 1.4.4. Add text requiring immediate reporting by the Sublette County 

Conservation District (SCCD) to the industry representative who will 
report to the WDEQ and BLM. 
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(Pg. 18); 2.4.2 Add text allowing certified copies of SCCD field books to be 
submitted to BLM instead of original field books. 

(Pg. 18); 2.4.3 Add text that if discrepancies (i.e. hydrocarbons) are detected, 
SCCD will look at its testing procedure and provide the data to the 
well operator(s).   

(Pg. 19); 2.4.4 Add text that the SCCD will report any detections and/or water 
quality concerns to the industry representative. 

 NOTE: the above text additions clarify that the responsibility to 
report to the WDEQ and BLM belongs to the well operators, not 
SCCD. 

 
Discussion of the text on Pg. 19; 2.4.4, specifically, “all data collected for the PAWG will 
be provided to the WY Water Resources Data System (WRDS) at the University of 
Wyoming for use of the public” ensued.  There is an upcoming meeting of the BLM, 
WDEQ and State Engineer’s Office and responsibility for the provision of this 
information to WRDS will be determined.  Gamper will follow up on the process of data 
transmittal to WRDS and will notify the TG via email. 
 
Discussion ensued on the surface water testing procedures currently in place as to 
whether additional sites are needed to detect sources of contamination, if found.  It was 
decided that the three sites (NF 50/60/70) discussed during previous TG meetings 
would be tested starting 2007 but not added to the SAP Chart as permanent sites 
unless the data shows a need for continued testing.  It was also noted that NF 50/60/70 
would be macroinvertebrate sampling sites only.  The additional cost for adding the 
three sites would be paid for by oil and gas operators.  Due to some confusion on the 
surface water monitoring program, Moore will contact SCCD and create a chart to 
identify the starting dates and testing procedures (chemical/biological) used at each 
site. 
 
BREAK: 10:30 – 10:40 a.m. 
 
DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DSEIS) 
The TG was informed that the PAWG wants the group’s input on the DSEIS. This was a 
change from the 7th TG meeting when BLM staff informed the TG that it could not 
comment as a whole on the DSEIS.  TG members reviewed Appendix O, Draft PAPA 
Water Monitoring Plan and discussed the six proposed components.  After much 
discussion, it was understood that it would be difficult for the Water Resources TG to 
speak as one voice.  It was decided that the TG members would forward their 
comments to Chair George by March 16th via email.  He will compile these, synthesize 
the comments and provide a common statement to the TG for member review, input 
and concurrence.  The TG comments are due to the BLM by April 6, 2007.  It was also 
noted that - due to the professional affiliations/associations of TG members - each TG 
member can submit their own, individual comments with the understanding that such 
comments would not be on behalf of the entire TG. 
 
LUNCH: 12:15 – 1:25 
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WELL DATA & AQUIFER CHARACTERIZATION STUDY 
During the 7th TG meeting, there was discussion regarding an aquifer characterization 
study and review of the well monitoring process.  Prior to the 8th TG meeting, Chair 
George approached three oil and gas operators regarding the release of a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) to hire a contractor to locate and catalog all available data on wells 
and aquifers in the Pinedale Anticline.  The data would be used to steer additional 
monitoring programs and attempt to create a graphic view of the geophysical makeup of 
the Anticline aquifers using well locations/well depths/etc.  The time frame needed to 
write and release an RFP, hire a contractor and create a final report is unknown.   
 
The WDEQ is submitting a proposal to the JIO (Jonah Interagency Office) to create a 
similar study and will provide the proposal outline to George to prevent duplication of 
services.  The WDEQ proposal will build on several recommendations from the BLM 
and USGS proposals distributed during previous TG meetings. It was also noted that 
the SEO is conducting a groundwater review study on Sublette County and mutual 
interests could be served through sharing information. 
 
WDEQ will release information soon on the presence of well contaminants found in 
many wells in the Jonah and Pinedale Anticline gas fields.  This reporting was a 
combination of requirements from the Jonah ROD and WDEQ for the Anticline.  
Potential sources of well contamination, including lack of backflow prevention devices, 
were discussed.  It was suggested that the TG recommend to PAWG that oil and gas 
operators contract with WY certified well drillers for any water well completions. 
 
At this time, no future TG meeting was scheduled.  The following will be considered TG 
meeting “triggers”,  

A. when the SCCD data (including macroinvertebrate report) is received 
B. as the RFP progresses with the oil & gas operators 
C. as WDEQ notices of contamination are received 

 
ADJOURN: 
Motion by Darrell Walker to adjourn, second by Mark Thiesse.  Meeting adjourned 2:40 
pm. 
 
 
 


